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8. property owners name and address 


Robert R. & Helene G. Huber 
Salford, PA 1895/7 
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U.T.M. Lug 6 l 7 0 
one easting 
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15. style, design or folk type 1 iginal 

« : oe CHER “Pcont.) 
20. present use 

church(cont.) | 
21. condition 

above average (cont.) | 
22. integrity 

excellent (cont. 



































12. classification | 13. date(s) (how determined) 


site ( ) structure ( ) object( ) | church: 1858, 1915 
building &) district ( ) 14. period —S™S 








18. primary building mat./construc. 
church: brick, 


peuGEO wood trim 
cont.) 


BLACK AND WHITE PRINT(S) 
31/2” x 5"" enlargement or medium format contact 
note location of negative in block 24. 






24. photo notation 


GT-MC-6-—27-31 


25. file/location 
Clio Group, Inc. 


26. brief destription (note unusual features, integrity, environment, threats and associated buildings) 


CHURCH: The form of the regional 1850's brick church with tall round-headed windows 
flanking a central door can still be seen in the Union Church. The datestone 
above the door indicates that the church was reconstructed in 1915. At that time 
the building was given an upper church with a first floor Sunday SCAR doe SFORE MUSA? 

















ry) 
27. history, significance and/or background 
CHURCH: The Goshenhoppen Union Church has housed a German Lutheran Church, and a 
German Reformed Congregation since 1744, and remains in its original use to the 
present. That ancient building was demolished in 1858, and replaced with the pre- 
sent structure which though altered in 1915 is essentially intact. Its history is 
amply recorded in Bean, pp. 1134-5, and Toll, pp. 746-7. 


{continue on back if necessary) 







28. sources of information : : 
Bean, Theodore W., History of Montgomery County, Evansville, 


IN, 1884. pp. 1 134-34. (continue on back if necessary) 
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26. continued: 


by the simple expedient constructing a new church floor, and adding stairs to the sanc- 
tuary. These changes were concealed by a coat of stucco, and made obvious by decorative | 
asphalt shingle in the gable. Presumably the tapering steeple recalls the end of Georgian 
Wrenian design. The adjacent cemetary contains a record of the regions German speaking 
population, and is of importance in its own right. 


13. continued: 


1900 -— 1919 





EVALUATION 










Would appear to be eligible for National Register. 


EVALUATOR(S) 






G. Thomas 
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ADDITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS | | 4. survey code | 
number all continuations from front 6 2~019,--034-009 
HOUSE: 7 _ 

13. continued: 





house: 1846 

14. continued: 
house: 1840 - 1859 
15. continued: 
house: vernacular 
18. continued: 
house: stucco over stone, wood trim 
19. continued: 


residence. 





26. continued: 


Across the street from the Union Church is a stuccoed 2 %-story gable-roofed, four-register 
house, that is included in the region labelled "church property" and may have housed its 
pastor. The house is of interest in that it conforms to a regional norm of a four- 
register builidng, which continued from the 18th century. Though dating from 1846, it 
continues: the feature of heavy wood framed windows, that are progressively smaller 

into the attic. A broad porch spans the front; the small porch at the rear connects to a 
walkway to the church. 


27. continued: 

The house across from the Goshenhoppen Church is assumed to have been a part of the church 
property. It represents the typical house of its period. in the region in size and 
material. 

21. continued: 

average 


22. continued: 


above average 


EVALUATION 
Would appéar to be eligible for the National Register. 
EVALUATOR(S) 


M. Lewis 


| EVALUATION 


~- 
—— ll 


ADDITIONAL DATA/PHOTOS 4. survey code 7 
| number ail continuations from front 
| sims | | 62-019-034-009 


SCHOOL: 

13. continued: 
School: 1740 

14. continued: 
school: 1740 - 1759 
15. continued: 
School: vernacular 
18. continued: 


school: hewn log, shingle roof 





19. continued: 

possibly church, 
20. continued: 

museum 

26. continued: 


The old building to the rear of the Goshenhoppen Church, off Church Road between Woxall 
and Salford is according to regional documentation the school and perhaps before that, 
the church of the German Lutheran congregation. That group, in union with the United 
Church of Christ, built the present church in 1858, and rebuilt it in 1915. As such, 
this is believed to be the oldest Union Church in the county and also the earliest 
institution in its township. Evidence is conflicting as to whether this school building 
was originally also the church, or whether it was only used as a school. A reuse of a 
church as a school:’~ would conform to norms for the region. In any event, this is pro- 
bably the oldest school building in the upper end of the county, and an important ex- 
ample of early log building technology that is in nearly original condition. It warrants 
special concern in its restoration which should only be undertaken with the greatest care. 


27. continued: 


The log school house of the Goshenhoppen Church takes the form of a rectangular 20 x 30 
hand-hewn log building with V notches in the ends. Small paned windows in the sides and 
end elevations are in keeping with its having been designed as a church with the paired 
doors perhaps reflecting the local custom of Quaker Meeting Houses, or perhaps marking 
its conversion to a school. The nearly original stucco over lath survives on the end 
walls, and the far side; door frames, and sash are presumably from a slightly later 
construction phase. 


21. continued: average 22. continued: above average 


Would appear to be eligible for National Register. 
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TYPE OF PROPERTY: 


I. NAME 


COMMON NAME OF PROPERTY: 





The Old Goschenhoppen Lutheran and Reformed Church 


OTHER: 


Ii. LOCATION 


STREET AND NUMBER: 


CITY OR TOWN: : COUNTY: 


Woxall Montgomery 


Ill. CLASSIFICATION 


| CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO PUBLIC 


District ‘ae Building & Public Public Acquisition: Occupied oO Yes: 
| Restricted 38) 
Unrestricted OO 


CO 


Site O Structure oO Private ; In Process C) Unoccupied 


Object oO Both Being Considered [_] Preservation Work 
in Frogress 8 No C) 





PRESENT USE (Check One or More if Applicable) 


Agriculture CT Government Cl Museum oO Religious 8 Other oO 


Commercial oO Industrial O Park C) Scientific 0 ( e oe 
elow 
Educational Oo Military a Private Residence [ Transportation 0 


Additional Comments: 


IV. OWNERSHIP 


NAME: 


The Old Goschenhoppen Lutheran and Reformed Church 


STREET AND NUMBER: 





CITY OR TOWN: _ COUNTY: 


Woxall 





Montgomery 
V. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.: : 


Montgomery County Court House 
~ STREET AND NUMBER: | 


Swede and Airy Streets 


Ciry OR TOWN: COUNTY: 


Norristown Montgomery 


APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 


20 acres 


VI. (A) REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 


TITLE OF SURVEY: 


DATE OF SURVEY: FEDERAL [] STATE [] COUNTY [) LOcAL [] 


DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 
STREET AND NUMBER: | 


CITY OR TOWN: | 





(B) MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Books, Pamphlets, Theses, Research Projects, etc. See Instruction Sheet.) 





VII. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 





LARGE PROPERTY—OVER TEN ACRES SMALL PROPERTY—LESS THAN TEN ACRES 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES DEFINING LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 
Degrees Minutes Seconds ~ Degrees Minutes Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees ‘Minutes Seconds 
NW , ea , 7] Sa] ? nw 
NE 
SE 
SW 





LIST ALL COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING COUNTY BOUNDARIES 





Notice on the use : i maps: Please pinpoint property on the largest scale map possible (e.g., a township | 
map is preferable to a county map, which in turn is better than a State map). Please try to find a map | 


that uses the grid coordinate system and includes a notation as to scale. State geodetic maps are preferable 
when obtainable, but county, township, or local road maps are also acceptable. 
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VII. DESCRIPTION 


| _ (Check one) | 
EXCELLENT [] Goop [] FAIR [] DETERIORATED [] Ruins (J UNEXPOSED [] 
| (Check one) | | ( Check one) ; 

INTEGRITY ALTERED [] UNALTERED [] MOVED [] ORIGINAL SITE [] 


VIII. (A) EARLY APPEARANCE (Old prints, old photos, photos of paintings and prints) : 


Note: Early views are most important since they often show a property before drastic changes were made. 
Please seek out any old photos, prints or photos of paintings, or prints that show the property. Place these 
in chronological order and comment upon the date of each view if possible. 


EA-1l: On this view of the Woxall area from the 1848 Morris Map of Montgomery County, 

the Old Goschenhoppen Church is listed and dated as being founded in 1744. It is 

below, and to the right of center, of a line drawn from Sumneytown to Salfordville. 

The dotted road to the right out of Summeytown is the Springhouse-Sumneytown turnpike. 

The road below that, from Sumneytown to Salfordville, is Skippack Road, these two being 
the earliest roads into the area. The present community of Woxall is located at Reed's 
Inn, a log tavern still in operation. The road pictured in PA-18 is the road below 

the church going toward the lower left corner from T. Cressman on the Skippack Road. 

The point at which the abandoned road now meets the hardtop road in front of the church 

is the corner where the road on the map turns directly toward the bottom of the photograph. 


FA-2:; On the 1877 J. D. Scott atlas map the church is located at the intersection of 
the abandoned road with the road going to Mechanicsville, as Woxall was then called. 
At this time the abandoned road was still in use, 


VII. (B) PRESENT APPEARANCE: 


Note: Please include exterior, interior and detailed views when possible. Any measured drawings or 
sketches of interesting details are also helpful. 








PA-1: This log building is presently undergoing a limited degree of non-professional 
restoration. Most work has been done on the right hand, or south, corner. Chinking stdnes 
have been replaced and re-mortared with mud and straw, a reconstructed door has been hung 
on the right side, and the pent eaves rebuilt. This facade faces southwest. The windo 
on the left opens into the meeting house portion of the structure. The two doors are 
the men's and women's doors, the separation of sexes being rigorously followed in 
meeting house custom. The door at the right was a window in 1965. However, it was 
obvious that it originally had been a door. The inverted V notching characteristic 

of Germanic log structures is evident at the corners. There is no evidence at the roof 
peak of the central chimney that was once located approximately between the right hand 
two doors. 


PA-2: The southeast gable is of considerable interest. The bottom two logs have, been 
replaced by the restoration group. These had completely deteriorated and endangered 
the entire structure. The vertical sheathing in the gable above the logs is the norm 
for a Germanic log structure. The pattern of windows and doors is of particular 
interest, since in combination with the northeast window, it presents a pattern typical 
of the facade of the common Germanic central fireplace house. This is of particular 
significance when considering that the Gemeinhaus served also as a dwelling. 


PA-3: The northeast wall, or rear of the Gemeinhaus is sheathed in late Nineteenth 
Century siding. The right window is in the meetinghouse side, the left is in the dwelli 
side. The oldest portion of the cemetery is located in the lower left hand corner of 
the photograph. The chimney visible at the left is a very late chimney coming down 
only to the second floor to receive a stove pipe. The original central chimney is 
removed, 


PA-4:; The windows at the northwest gable are equidistant from the walls. The kick 

in the eaves is quite evident in this view. This served to throw the water out away 
from the walls of the structure. This gable wall is plastered. A stone foundation may 
be seen along the lower left edge of the building. 


PA-5: This view inside the Gemeinhaus is at the south corner. The door has been hung 
on reproduced hinges. The chinking between the logs has been replaced by the restora- 
tion group as have the stones on the floor. The lower two logs on the left are replace- 
ments. There seems to be some confusion about the door on the left, as the proper 
location of the sill is not evident. It will be also noted that there are apparently 
two heights for the top of the door. The higher line may represent the top of the 
original door, since it has been so cut into the log. The white vertical lines repre- 
sent corner locations of the old fireplaces. Particular notice should be made of the 
circular whitewashed markings on the ceiling between the first four joist pairs. These 
are probably decorational in function. 


PA-6: The interior corner construction may be seen in this view. In each log, the 
bottom notch is an inverted V across the log. The top is an inverted V along the axis 
of the log. lat stones are laid between the logs and covered with mud and rye straw 
plaster for chinking. The shole was then whitewashed on the inside. An exterior morta 
was laid on the chinking outside, or in some cases, the entire structure was plastered. 


PA-7: This view is along the southwest wall, or front of the Gemeinhaus. The whitewas! 
on the logs at the left of the picture may be seen to stop at the location of the verti 
cal white string. This indicates a room division, the northwest wall of the old kitche 


VIII. (B) Present Appearance (p. 2) Old Goschenhoppen Gemeinhaus 


These two doors are the men's and women's entrantes to the Gemeinhaus. The many small 
nailmarks and diagonal lines above the left of the framed doors indicates removal of 
lath and plaster. 


PA-8: In the toreground of this picture is a vertical white string indicating a corner 
of the original fireplace. A line demarcating whitewashed from bare logs in the rear wall 
indicates the position of the northwest wall of the kitchen. At the extreme right is the 
gable door pictured in PA-2. The window has been filled in and reduced to half the size 
of the present opening. However, the original window size may be seen in the corner 
evident at the top of the right hand post in the window frame. This small window was at 
the foot of the stairs to the second floor, which ascended along the northwest wall to 
rest on the fireplace pile. Diagonal markings and nails indicate removal of hand-split 
lath and plaster. The chinking has been replaced by the restoration group. 


PA-9: In this view the relationship of the original fireplace to the rest of the kitchen 
may be determined. The view faces the southwest wall, the door being the one on the front 
into the kitchen. The vertical and horizontal string and the board locate the fireplace 
corner. This location was determined by foundations in the floor and a gap in the summer 
beam where it originally rested on the chimney pile. The stone floor has been replaced 
by the restoration group. 


PA-10: The fireplace was moved in a renovation at some date in the past. This is the 
remains of the fireplace in that recent location. The original location was flush with 

the partition indicated by the demarcation on the rear wall. A jack rests on the pile to 
support the summer beam. Just to the left and in the log below the jack handle may be 

seen the top of the filled-in portion of the kitchen window indicated in PA-8. The 
staircase to the second floor ascended just to the right of, and along side, the joist 

that inserts above the indicated kitchen partitions. The proper location for the east 
corner of the original fireplace is located by the vertical string on the right of the 
picture. The end of the summer beam, on the right of the jack, rested on the approximately 
northeast side of the chimney pile. 


PA-11: This view is from the rear of the building, or northeast side, looking past the 

summer beam toward the front or southwest side. The summer beam span was interrupted by 
the original ehimmey, the interior ends of both pieces resting on the chimmey pile. To 

the left, in this view, was the kitchen and to the right was the meeting house. 


PA-12: In this view of the southeast gable from the second floor, the short chimney may 
be seen. Right of bottom center may be seen the hole through which the original chimney 
pile passed. The log wall extends up on all sides to the level of the window sill. It is 
framed in and covered with lath and plaster to the top of the window. Presently, above 
this point, there is only vertical siding. Whether this was always the case has not been 
determined. The roof span is supported by a purlin resting on posts and spanning the 
entire length of the building. Notched over the top of this is a beam which, though 
placed somewhat low, serves as a collar, preventing the outward thrust of the roof to 

pull the purlins or roll them away from center. The purlin post is braced against compres~ 
sion inward by the diagonal strut in the wall. 


PA-13: The rafters are mortared into the top of the wall plate. Resting on the back of 
the rafter is a thin triangular piece commonly referred to as the kicker. This breaks 
the angle of descent of the roof line and tends to throw the water away from the log 


walls. It produces the "kick'' at the eaves of Germanic buildings. 


* 
q VIII. (B) Present Appearance (p. 3) Old Goschenhoppen Gemeinhaus 


PA-14: In this view of the interior of the second floor the purlin may be seen resting on 
a purlin post which is braced against the front wall. A late prayer book rack is fastened 
to this brace. The balance of the space, on the north side is partitioned off into a 
single room. The means of building the partition is most peculiar. Diagonal struts are 
nailed to a framework. Panelling planks are nailed on the inside of these struts. The 
cracks are covered by nailing full width planks over the cracks. The entire construction 
is inconsistent with the Germanic tradition of tongue and grooved or splined panel walls, 
executed without any need for diagonal bracing. 


PA-15: This four-panel door, with some hardware intact, is located in the framed-in room 
on the second floor. It may be seen in this view that the upstairs room is plastered on 


the inside. 


PA-16: This Eighteenth Century School desk and bench are a reminder that the building also 
served in a third capacity as community school house during the week. 


PA-17: The desk on the left hand side is an early school master's desk. 


PA-18: The Gemeinhaus is located at a bend in an abandoned section of road that leads from 
the church grounds to Skippack Road in the direction of Salfordville. The road may be seen 
turning the corner of the cemetery, crossing a small stone bridge at the bottom of the hill 
and then proceeding up the far side to intersect Skippack Road at right angles just beyond 
the crest of the far hill. There is some reason to think that a small kitchen garden may 
have occupied the yard area within the wall on this south corner of the Gemeinhaus. 


PA-19: The northwest wall of the Gemeinhaus may be seen just to the right of the main 
church. Behind and just to the left of the house may be seen a garage which could incor- 
porate portions of a barn. No study was made of the house and no discussion of it will 
be made here. The church was built in the late 1850's replacing an earlier church struc- 
ture. The steeple is said to be inspired by a similar steeple in Long Swamp, Berks Co. 


PA-20: The relationship of the three buildings may be seen in this view. The road dis- 
cussed in PA-18 turns the corner at the Gemeinhaus and passes along the far side of the 
church to end at the road which passes along the front of the house. 


«% 


1X. SIGNIFICANCE 


ERIOD (check one or more as applicable): 
: 20th Century [] 


Pre-Columbian [1] 16th Century [J 18th Century [J 
Specific Date(s) 

15th Century © 17th Century 19th Century [J Cif know) cisssiiisinsscncieiescen lisidiresnacee 

AREAS: 

Aboriginal Conservation 0 Music O Transportation oO 
Prehistoric Ol Education CO Political | Urban Planning 0 
Historic Tq Engineering ‘_| Religion and/or Other (specify) 0 

Agriculture im Industry 0 Philosophy Rl —_lfC(C(C‘*“‘é‘#NRG satan skctisn ane a 

Architecture X) Invention oO Science Cy} —«-_ “—“( Cte aR rN NCR RNR EU 

Art TO Landscape Architecture [J Sculpture OJ 1 siascaiceicae eens teapeeaaciaeeaaalh 

Commerce oO Literature 0 Social - Humanitarian 0 Seach ui ainweees 

Communications O Military Oj 0 


Theatre 


STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Including Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 


Note: One may wish to attach here appraisals by noteworthy local historians or other interested parties 
who have knowledge of the property. 


The Gemeinhaus of the Old Goschenhoppen Congregation is a building of great 


}significance to early American religious architecture. It is located on the grounds 
of the Old Goschenhoppen Lutheran and Reformed Union Church. 


The concept of the Gemeinhaus is that of a community building, its purpose being 
to serve the community needs of the congregations. These were three in number, and 


'the community worshiped there, its children went to school there, and the Pastor- 
‘teacher lived in the building. There are not many examples of this building form 
extant in Pennsylvania. 


From an architectural standpoint, the building is extremely important. Scholars 
are only now beginning to deal with the rationale that lies behind what is termed 
"Vernacular architecture."' It would be more meaningful to use the term "Folk Archi- 
tecture,'' since this is the architectural tradition of a sub-group within a larger 
culture. The German immigrants of the early Eighteenth Century were isolated within 
the context of a larger English community by factors of geographical distance and 
barriers to travel as well as important differences of language. Further, they were 


|completely isolated from their mother culture. Upon their arrival, they built accord- 
|ing to traditions which they brought with them as the cultural goods. 


The concept of the Gemeinhaus is such a cultural item. From an architectural 
point of view, we are extremely interested in the relationship of the Gemeinhaus struc- 
ture and their other building forms. Research in the last two years encourages us 


‘to look for very important relationships between the house, the barn, the meetinghouse, 


and especially a structure that combines two or more functions such as the Gemeinhaus 
or the house-barn combination, 


We find that many buildings built within the Eighteenth Century German community, 
though dissimilar in outward appearance, are variants of a single geometrical system 
of development. In viewing the Goschenhoppen Gemeinhaus, we see important similari- 
ties to the easily recognized continental central fireplace one and a half story struc- 
ture. We use the term fenestration here to include all planned apertures in the walls. 
The fenestration of the front wall, the southwest side, has apertures correctly located 
to fit this type. The south gable, or the southeast wall, when considered in conjunc- 
tion with certain apertures in the northeast wall, may be treated as the facade of 
a house of this type. The original fireplace and kitchen are correct in door location, 
proportion, and fireplace location to meet the requriements of this type. 


IX. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 


We are thus of the opinion that we are dealing with a variant form of a basic type, 
generated by geometric principles commonly accepted in the Eighteenth Century Germanic 
community, and which have been varied according to principle to meet a specialized com 
munity need. 


To the end of demonstrating the above, we subjected the building to a geometric 
analysis which is as yet incomplete, but which has been successfully carried through tq the 
point that we accept the above as being true in fact, but not understood in all its 
details. Reference should be made to analysis of other Germanic structures in this 
Pennsylvania Register series, namely the Valentine Nungesser house, the Dielman Kolb 
house, and the Andreas Rieth house. The facade of this structure is generated by swing- 
ing the diagonal of a square of 1 unit length enabling us to express the length as JZ. 
Other houses studied are similarly expressed as a variant, 2/2 - 1. These seem to be 
the most frequent expressions. Placement of windows and doors may then be expressed.aq 
functions of the 2. 


The element not understood at the present time is the appearance of two sets of | 
functions not easily related. Those in the same set as the facade are expressable as 
2 functions. Numerous other expressions appear to.be related to the gaple, which may 
be related to the facade only in teems:-of the following function: 2- 2/6. The 
former set may be bisected. The later will only trisect the basic §2 diagonal. We are 
sure that there is a unity to both sets. However, the proper factor has not been iso- 
lated as yet. 


Also partially explored is the fact that the log sections forming the intervals 
between corners, windows, and doors may be summed to equal the basic J2 unit of length 


We cannot overstate the importance of this building to future studies of the 
Eighteenth Century Germanic community and its building practices. 
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Beauveau Borie IV and Arthur J. Lawton 
ORGANIZATION: : _ ; ) DATE: 


B & L Associates 12/28/70 


STREET AND NUMBER: 


216 Mt. Pleasant Ave. 


CITY OR TOWN: ; | STATE: 


Ambler Pennsylvania 
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Pennsylvania Register of Historic Sites & Landmarks 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Box 1026 
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HISTORICAL NAME OF PROPERTY: 


The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church Historic District 








LOCATION: 
STREET __Chureh Road CITY Woxall _ 
TOWNSHIP _Upper Salford COUNTY Montgomery 







 Congre jqnal District 


PRESENT USE 


CLASSIFICATION: 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS _ Agriculture __Museum 
X_ district _< private —X occupied —Commercial — 
_— building(s) —— public _—— unoccupied —Educational oe Residence 
_. structure —_ both _— work in progress __Entertainment Religious 
—. site __Government —Scientific 
a —Industrial —Transportation 
bject PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ Military ~ itn 
—_. in process _*_ Yes: restricted 
___. being considered ___._ Yes: unrestricted 


___. No 





OWNERSHIP: 


NAME muliple owners--see attached sheet o7pEFT 





CITY, TOWN __ | STATE : ZIP 








LOCATION of LEGAL pra ite cg 


COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 





STREET__Airy and Swede Stre CITY, TOWN __Norristown COUNTY lontgomery 








6 REPRESENTATION in EXISTING SURVEYS: 


TITLE OF SURVEY: Unknown 





DATE OF SURVEY; ——__——C FEDERAL] STATE |_| LOCAL L_] 


DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 





CITY STATE 








MA DESCRIPTION: 


Architectural Description: A written description including features such as stories in 


Ch ec k On e | height, length and width, number of bays, alterations and additions to the main structure: 
= ; i type of roof, windows, door, chimney design and placement, materials and style of 
Original Site [x] construction; and a floor plan, if possible. 


Moved [_] Date — 





The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church of Woxall, Pa. is situated in Block 19 of 
Upper Salford Township of Montgomery County, Pa., on Church Road. The Old Goshenhoppen 
Union Church Historic District is a 38.25-acre area which includes four historic 
buildings: the Gemeinhaus, the Church, the Sexton's house and the barnfirhich has been 
converted to a garage, 

The 1744 Church Building is a two-story stuccoed stone structure with an attic. 
A steeple on the roof and a brick chimney on the east end rise above the asphalt shing- 
led gable roof. The church measures 45'3" front by 80110" deep with its front on the 
west side facing Church Road. The entrance is a set of painted doors framed by stained 
glass. The stained glass windows on the side are supported by wooden panels. The stain- 
ed glass above the door bears the inscription "Old Goshenhoppen Luth. and Ref. Church!', 
Framing the windows are pilasters topped by an Ionic entablature. There are two arched 
Stained glass windows on either side of the door with a rectangular three-paneled 
stained glass window in the center. Above this is a carved date stone with the follow- 
ing inscribtion "Old Goshenhoppen Luthern and Reformed Church Built 1744 Rebuilt 1858 
Annexed and Remodeled 1915", 

A large dentil cornice extends around the entire building. Diamond~shaped shing- 
les fill the truncated front gable. In the Center is a fanlight. Above the truncated 
gable rises the three-tier steeple. The first tier is of flush horizontal boards with 
a balustrade on top. The second tier has an eight-pane light topped by a fanlight and 
flanked on either side by matching recessed arched panels. All four sides of the tier 
are the same. Each side of the third tier has an eight-pane light flanked by matching 
arched panels. This is topped by two pyramidal features, a thinner one on top of the 
other and capped by a weather vane. 

The North and South sides are similar in that they both have four round-arched 
stained-glass windows on the second story and four sliding sash windows on the first 
floor as well as a small bathroom window near the front of the building. The North wall 
has all of the corner stones imbedded hear the east end. They are the two from 1744, 
one from 1858, and one from 1915. There are also two bronze plaques of the ministers 
of the UCC congregation. The South side has a wodden panaled door with three lights 
across the head. There is a small concrete stoop with four steps. 

The East side has a three-paneled stained glass window flanked by two arched 
stained glass windows. There are three sliding sash windows on the first floor and 
two doorways into the basement. 

The church was built in 1744. It was torn down and rebuilt in 1858 as a one- 
floor Church and balcony, with the front on the East side. In 1915, the Church was re. 
modeled to add the second floor and an annex was addad ta the East end, putting the 


dront, on the West side facing Church Road. Approximately 100 feet to the east of the 


The 1732 Gemeinhaus is a wooden structure which is stuccoed on the West side. 
It has one story and an attic. Originally it had two stories, the second was for 
storing grain, It measures approximately 30 feet by 15 feet and has a shingled gable 
roof with a brick chimney on the east end, flush with the gable. The main entrance 
is on the south side. On this side are three doorways and one six-over-six sliding 
sash window. The main entrance goes into the large room on the west side where the 
center of activity was. (It was here that the Church activities took place, school was 
conducted, and the schoolmaster had his livingroom.). It is wooden paneled with six 
lights at the top. Next to this doorway to the east is a six-paneled wooden door which 
is to lead into the middle hallway where the old women and babies sat during times of 


activity to keep warm. Near the east end is another doorway. This one has no frame and 


only six boards for a doorway. Also on this side is a penteave. 
Please see attached sheet 


Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commision 
Historic Resource Nomination (cont'd) 


4, Ownership: The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church of Woxall, Pa. 
Church Road, Woxall, Pa. 18979 


Old Goshenhoppen Cemetery Association 
Church Road, Woxall, Pa. 18979 


7e Description: 

The east side has three bays. On the first floor is a six-over-six 
sliding sash window and a doorway which is covered by a door of boards. In 
the gable is a six-over-six sliding sash window, 

The clapboard north side has two windows. The one toward the east 
side is a four~pane window and boards taking up the rest of the opening, The 
window to the west side of the wall is a six-over-six sliding sash window, 

The west wall is stuccoed, There are two bays, each having two six. 
over-six sliding sash windows, one above the other. This building is slowly 
being restored to its 1732 appearance. 

The sexton's house faces west. It is approximately 220 feet west of 
the barn and approximately 120 feet to the southwest of the Church, It is 
of stone and is stuccoed. The gable roof is shingled with a brick chimney on 
either end; the one at the south end is eneased in concrete. This rectanguhar 
building, which is approximately 40 feet by 20 feet, has a rear kitchen add- 
ition. There is a porch across the entire front and one in the rear which 
extends from the kitchen addition to the north end, The two story building 
with an attic has two wooden paneled front doors. 

Flanking the doors on the first floor are one each six-over-nine 
sliding sash windows. On the second floor are six-over-six sliding sash win. 
dows, 

The south side has one six-over-six sliding sash window on the first 
floor near the east side. There is also a four-pane window in the gable to 
the west of the chimey. 

The east side has three six-over-nine sliding sash windows on the 
second floor. There are three six-over-six sliding sash windows in the build- 
ing on either side of the kitchen addition. One this shed roofed addition 
there is one six-over-six sliding sash window on the south side, On the east 
there are two} and on the north is a wooden door with lights. 

The north side has two six-over-nine sliding sash windows on the 
first floor, two six-over-six sliding sash windows on the second and two four 
paned windows in the gable. Also in the gable is the datestone with the names 
of the building committee, the biermeister, and the date,1846, 

The barn,which is approximately 150 feet across Old Church Road from 
the Gemeinhaus, was probably built at the same time as the house, It is of 
stone and was lowered into a garage, possibly in the 1950's. There are slid- 
ing wooden doors on the North side, This approximately 20 feet by 15 feety the 
asphalt shingled structure with a gable roof has flush horizontal boards in 
the gable,The west has a six-over-six sliding sash window on the first floor 
and a six-pane window in the gable. The south side has two four-paned windows 
and the east is the same as the west. 





Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commision 
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7. Deseription (cont'd): 

The springhouse is approximately 350 feet to the southeast of the 
Gemeinhaus and is in ruins. The foundation is there and the outside well 
is also remaining. It would be possible to rebuild it on the remaining 
foundation. The area around the site is wooded and an archaeological dig 
would be possible. 

There is also a pavilion on the west side of Church Road, approx. 
imately 300 feet from the Church. Built after the turn of the twentieth 
century it is used for the oyster supper, reunions, and church functions, 


8, Significance: (cont'd): 
still around the wall. The children probably slept around the chimney which 
divids the first attic in two. School was held in this building until the 
1880's and the building was used for church activities until the 1950's, 

On WhitSunday, May 14, 1744, the cornerstone for the first stone 
church was laid. The inscription reads: 


LiberaLItas pLebIs ie: The liberality of the people 
LVtheranae atqVe Lutheran and also 

reforMatae has aeDes Reformed this house 

Vna eXstrVXIt. unitedly has erected, 
i.c.andreae past. livth. J.C.Andreae, Luth, pastor’ 


The inscription is written in such a way that the capital 
letters read as follows: 


Line i; LI. LI. Ll. 153 
Line 2: r Vv. Vv. 60 
Line 3: M. + 1500 
Line 41; V. Ki VXI. 31 


Tay 


Within the cornerstone was placed a pint bottle of wine and two 
coins. The two coins are a 1652 pine-tree shilling of Massachusetts and 
a 1695 English shilling which bears the head of William III. When the Church 
was rebuilt in 1858,the items were placed in the new cornerstone, .The old 
cornerstone was also laid in the new building. 

In 1856 the churchyard wall was built. Within this wall, behind 
the Gemeinhaus is a boxwood tree. One of our young men was killed at 
Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. The young men, who were his friends, brought 
his body back, buried it, and planted the boxwood at his grave. It is now 
(1980) as tall as the Gemeinhaus. 

In 1915, the Church building was annexed and remodeled,turning the 
balcony into the second floor. It was at this time that the front was moved 
to the other side of the building to face the road and the steeple was added. 

In 1846, the sexton's farmhouse and barn were built to give the 
sexton of the Old Goshenhoppen Union Church a farm in lieu of a salary. 

It was maintained as a farm until the twentieth century, but a salary 
is now included with the house and barn, which was lowered into a garage 
most likely during the 1950's. The land may still be used to grow crops, 


Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
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8. Significance (cont'd): 

The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church has played a role in the lives 
of many ever since its beginning. One of the Union Church activities, 
which began in 1877, is an oyster picnic, held on the first «Saturday in 
September. It has always been well attended. On September 1, 1924, the 
Historical Society of Montgomery County estimated the crowd to be 6,000, 

The reason for this day, which is still held to, is that in the 
old days, no oysters could be bought in a month without an "r'' in it. 
(May, June, July, and August) People for miles around came to Goshenhoppen 
to get these first oysters of the season brought up from the docks at 
Philadelphia. This year(1980) 3500 oysters were served as well as other 
types of food. This event is held in the picnic grove with the food being 
served in the pavilion. 


NOTES { 
The Rev. Wm. J. Hinke, Ph.d., D.D., Life and Letters of the Rev, 


Jahn Phillip Reehm: Founder of the Reformed Church in Pennsylvania 2 
1749, (Phila: Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church 


in the United States, 1916), p. 52. 
“Tohn Phillip Boehm, Report to Classis and Synods,January 14,1739, 


the Rev. Wm. J. Hinke, PhD., D.D., A History of the Goshenhoppen 
Reformed Charge,(Lancaster: The New Era Printing Company), p. 145. 
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8 Statement: Write in your own words a brief statement of significance for each area 
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PERIOD 





Date of construction: 
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1700-1799 [4 1900 - Present [4 builder: 
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The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church Historic District is significant in many 
respects, It is significant in the role of American religious history, early religious 
literature, early examples of rural Pennsylvania architecture, early education and an 
example of an early church farm. The original thirty-eight and one-quarter acres were 
purchased from the sons of William Penn, Gaey have remained intact and owned by the 
Old Goshenhoppen Union Church since they were first purchased in 1737. In 1966, thir. 
teen acres of the cemetery land were given to the Old Goshenhoppen Cemetery Association. 

The earliest settlers of the Goshenhoppen Region (which in the beginning in- 
cluded the whole Perkiomen Valley North of Schwenksville) ware-the Holland Dutch, Al- 
though no written record remains of these settlers, except the names of the Dutch 
settlers, the ruins of this Dutch springhouse are still evident. It is considered to 
be Dutch since the source of the water was outside of the building rather than in it 
as in the German tradition. 

The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church of Woxall, Pa.,is the oldest Union Church in 
the United States still in existence as a Union Church. It was begun in 1727 as part of 
a Reformed Charge and became Union in 1730 with the addition of three Lutherans. 

As early as 1730, the Goshenhoppen Charge of the Reformed Church baptized 
Indian children. In a letter dated July 21, 1735, John Henry Goetschy described the 
Reformed congregation as a "pretty large congregation, as large as any in the canton 
of Zuri ch, " 

In 1729, George Michael Weiss, V.D.M., minister at Old Goshenhoppen between 
1727 and 1730, wrote the first book by a Pennsylvania Reformed minister. He described 
his experiences as a traveling preacher since his charge was to ride from congregation 
to congregation. 

John Peter Miller, who would succeed Conrad Beissel as Prior at Ephrata Cloister 
and would later translate the Declaration of Independence into seven languages, was at 
Old Goshenhoppen from 1730 to 1734. While at Old Goshenhoppen, Miller, in 1732, planned 
and supervised the construction of the Gemeinhaus. This was the first of its kind in 
the Goshenhoppen Charge. Although described in 1739 as being "poorly made of wood!'”, 
it still stands today as the only surviving example of this type of church building, 
school house, and living quarters in Pennsylvania. 

School was held in German well through the Civil War. The Original desks ars 

Please see attached sheet 





9g B | BR L [ O G R A p (I t C A L D AT A: List major books and documents consulted to write the inventory form 


Alderfer, EB, Gordon. The Montgomery County Story. Norristown: By the Commissioners, 195i. 
Hinke, Rev. Wm. John, Ph.D., D.D. A History of the Goshenhoppen Reformed Charge Montgomer 
« Lancaster, Pa. : The New zra Printing, Co., 












Hinke, Rev. Wm. John, Ph.d., D.D., ed. Life and Letters of the Rev. John Phillip Boehm 
Founder of the Reformed Church in Pennsylvania 1633-1749, Philadelphia: 
Publication and Sunday School Board Of the Reformed Church in the Unied 
States, 1916. 





see attached sheet 


10) GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 





Acerage of NOMINATED PROPERTY 3S 
UTM REFERENCES 
Aled Lio bod ba lia B| | | | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 


cLit Llitiit Lititiit PLit LLitiit Lititiit 


V gle e vil e ege r 
ts fe near Age rey nang, justi Cane 5 of block 19 of Upper Salford 


Township of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania as described in Philadelphia Patent 
Book A p.325. Montgomery County 1017 page 444 July i, 1927., justification being 
the original lines of the deed from the Penns. 





FORM PREPARED BY: 


_ Rebecca J. Seldomridge 


NAME 
ORGANIZATION ————_______ sd TELEPHONE 
(if any) 
STREET ee Se a CITY Woxall 
STATE _____ Penna. ss zyp_ 19979 ss pare —_December 18, 1950 





SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 


Office of Historic Preservation 


Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 


P. O. Box 1026 Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 
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Lee, Carol 





From: Ramsey, Phillip 

Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2000 8:54 AM 
To: Lee, Carol 

Subject: FW: National Register Forms 


“cc:Mail Note Part" 


Please check our file then contact her. Status of specific evaluation and site visit? 


From: Barrett, Brenda 

Sent: Sunday, October 15, 2000 5:58 PM 
To: Ramsey, Phillip 

Subject: FW: National Register Forms 


Can you respond //bb 


From: Snyder, Rodney 

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2000 8:52 AM 
To: Barrett, Brenda 

Subject: FW: National Register Forms 


From: redware [mailto:redware@netzero.net|] 
Sent: Saturday, October 07, 2000 5:36 PM 
To: RA-PHMC-Webmaster@state.pa.us 
Subject: National Register Forms 


I am interested in beginning work to nominate to the National Register of Historic Places a 
site that PHMC originally determind to be eligible in 1990. The site name for your records 
would be " The Old Goshenhoppen Union Church Historic District" in Upper Salford, 
Montgomery County. 

Is it possible for me to download the forms or do you need to mail them? 

My information: 


email- redware@netzero.net 
address- Carolyn Kakareka 
341 Freed Road 
Harleysville, Pa. 19438 
Thank you very much for your assistance. 


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 


PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 
BUREAU FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
BOX 1026 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026 





August 2, 1990 


Howard Kriebel, Zoning Officer 

Upper Salford Township 

Box F 

Salfordsville, Pennsylvania 18958 
Re: Old Goshenhoppen Church 
Complex, Upper Salford Township, 
Montgomery County 

Dear Mr. Kriebel: 


Your completed historic resource form for the above named 
property has been reviewed by the Bureau for Historic Preservation 
staff. From the material submitted, the resource appears to meet the 
National Register criteria and to have a nomination priority as 
established by the Historic Preservation Board. 


The next step in the registration process is the completion of a 
National Register namination and submission to the Bureau for Historic 
Preservation. The nomination form and detailed instructions are 
enclosed. Please read the instructions and the attached specific 
evaluation carefully. Under our system, the research, writing and 
typing in completion of the form are responsibilities of the 
applicant, and it is essential that the information in the form be 
accurate and that the campleted form include all information and 
supplement material discussed in the enclosed instructions. Because 
of the amount of work involved, you may wish to consider hiring a 
professional consultant to assist you. (A list of consultants is 
available fram the Bureau for Historic Preservation on request. ) 


Once a high quality, camplete nomination has been submitted to 
the Bureau, we will schedule the property for review by the Historic 
Preservation Board, a cammittee of professionals from across the 
Commonwealth. They may approve the property, reject it or request 
additional information. If approved the nomination form will be sent 
to the National Park Service for final review prior to listing in the 
National Register. 


If you have any questions on the nomination procedure or the 
campletion of the forms, please write or call the Bureau at (717) 
783-8946. 





Division of Preservation Services 
cc: Senator Edwin G. Holl 
Representative Raymond Bunt 


Specific Evaluation 
Name: Old Goshenhoppen Church Camplex 
Iocation: U. Salford Twp., Montgamery Co. 
National Register Criteria 


The quality of significance in American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 


A. that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 


B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past; or 


X C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 


D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 


Area(s) of Significance: Architecture 
Period of Significance: 1738-1915 


Comments: In the opinion of the Bureau for Historic Preservation, it 
appears that this complex is eligible for the National Register under 
Criterion C for its locally significant architectural form and style 
retaining a high degree of integrity. 

In campleting the National Register form the preparer should 
discuss this property by comparing it with other local church complexes 
of Upper Montgamery County for this period in terms of integrity and 
style. Any properties used in comparison should be noted by historic 
name, location, and a brief description. 

The preparer should also check Glatfelter's Pastors and 
Congregations which gives a documented date for the school house. 

For purposes of National Register listing a boundary should be 
described which includes the buildings which contribute to the 
property's significance and their immediate setting. It appears that 
the converted barn is noncontributing to the complex due to alterations. 
Therefore, the portion of the tract west of Church Road should be 
excluded. We also recommend excluding vacant land at the northern part 
of the 38 acre tract. 





COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 
P.O.Box 1026, HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


July 10, 1990 


The Honorable 

Edwin G. Holl 

Senate of Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
427 West Main Street 
Lansdale, PA 19446 


RE: Old Goshenhoppen Church 
Property, Upper Salford 
Township, Montgomery County 


Dear Senator Holl: 


Thank you for your letter of support concerning the 
application for the Old Goshenhoppen Church Property to be 
considered for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Preliminary applications for National Register listing are 
reviewed by a committee of Bureau for Historic Preservation staff 
in order to assess National Register eligibility. The 
documentation for the Old Goshenhoppen Church will be reviewed by 
this committee on July 16, 1990. Response will be made in 
writing to Mr. Howard Kriebel with a copy sent to your attention. 


Thank you again for your interest. 
incerely, 
Brent D. Glass 


BDG/ss 


cc: Brenda Barrett 
eg Ramsey 


BANKING AND INSURANCE, CHAIRMAN 
TRANSPORTATION, VICE CHAIRMAN 


APPROPRIATIONS 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY 

RULES AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS ( 
STATE PLANNING BOARD | | 


Senate of Pennsylvania py, 


COMMITTEES 





EDWIN G. HOLL 
SENATE POST OFFICE 
HARRISBURG, PA 17120-0030 





427 W. MAIN STREET 

LANSDALE, PA 19446 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
REPLY TO: 


Lansdale 








June 18, 1990 


Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Historical & Museum Commission 
Brent D. Glass, Executive Director 
501 State Museum of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 


SUBJECT: Old Gashenhoppen Church Property and: Registery 
Dear Mr. Glass: 

This office is in receipt of the attached copy of a letter dated 
June 6, 1990, from Howard Kriebel, Zoning Officer, Upper Salford 


Township, concerning the above referenced matter. 


This property is indeed a historic treasure to the Community. I 
urge your agency to do everything possible to assist then. 


This... offiee will appreciate copy of your response t 
Mr. Eriebebs. —= 





at... 


Senator: 
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Enclosure 


NATIONAL REGISTER PROGRAM RESPONSE SHEET 


Resource Old Goshen haypes CL ‘ Cou Alt yCounty Ment gern 
To: +) a } 7s Fo 


Routing: 7 Date: 
Send form letter to: 


_____ owner 
eb 
— —~ Preparer | official a Wn 


es SORES official ne" D, donde d Lipd fey 


Send copies to: 


0 &A OD 


a. Owner 


Tifodewill, PI [CFSE 


b. j preparer / 

C. municipal official , im G. 

d. _county official Th ‘ia if Bd vin G +f 

e. Cc other Sea ett oc 7 Phe 

Enclosures/Special Instructions: Kep. Ra rt ‘Bowl 
Ekclose VK farm ra net . Lhe 

Request to Nominate 

xX F.L. 1 Respond to request to nominate district (cc: correspondence 

file) 


Receipt & Review of Resource Form 


\—"F.L. 2. Meets criteria (cc: correspondence file and survey file; 
return file to survey drawer) 


F.L. 3 Meets criteria, no priority (cc: correspondence file and 
survey file; return file to survey drawer) 


F.L. 4 Does not meet criteria (cc: correspondence file and survey 
file; return file to survey drawer) 


F.L. 5 Need more information (cc: correspondence file and survey 
file; return file to survey drawer) 


F.L. 6 Plus questionnaire. F.L. 7 to municipal and county 
officials at same time. District meets criteria. (cc: 
correspondence file and survey file, return file to survey 
drawer) 


F.L. 7 District is eligible, site visit needed (cc: correspondence 
file, survey or National Register file) 


X F.L. 8 Bureau Director response to appeal (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file) 


__—CdéSF'«W“LC S&S, Property listed in eligible or listed district (cc: 
correspondence file, survey or National Register file) 


Submission and Review of National Register Form 


X t SPR to 


F.L. 11 

F.0.112 

P.i7 13 

x F.L. 14 
x F.L. 15 
X F.L. 16 
; F.L. 17 
F.L. 18 


Letter to local officials on receipt of district nomination 
(cc: correspondence file and survey file; National Register 
Coordinator retains file) 


Return of namination (copy of cover letter, review/checklist, 
and nomination to survey file; copy of cover letter, 
review/checklist to correspondence file; return file to survey 
drawer) 


Return of nomination, suggest professional assistance (copy of 
cover letter, review/checklist and nomination to survey file; 
copy of cover letter and review/checklist to correspondence 
file; return file to survey drawer) 


Nomination complete and acceptable (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file; National Register Coordinator retains file) 


Notification of individual property owner (cc: correspondence 
file; return file to National Register Coordinator) 


Notificaton, district, less than 50 owners (ce: 
correspondence file and survey file; return file to National 
Register Coordinator) 


Notification of state legislator (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file and copy to Assistant Executive Director; 
return file to National Register Coordinator) 


Results of Review Board Meeting (cc: correspondence file and 
survey file; National Register Coordinator retains file) 


Cover letter to National Park Service (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file; Return file to "Out to Washington" drawer) 


Response to National Park Service Decision 


Fedie. 29 


X F.L. 20 


F.L. 21 


~< 


Other Form Letter 





F.L. 22 
X F.L. 23 
xX F.L. 24 





X F.L. 25 


Report on National. Park Serivce action (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file; return file to "Out to Washington" drawer) 


Congratulatory letter individual property (cc: correspondence 
file & Natioanl Register file, return file to National Register 
Coordinator) 

Congratulatory letter property in district; less than 50 


owners (cc: correspondence file and National Register file; 
return file to Nation Register Coordinator) 


Cover letter to Pennsylvania Bulletin (cc: correspondence file 
and survey file) 


Requesting Certified Local Government comments on National 
Register form 


Survey Form received but not evaluated, no priority 


National Register priorities to consultants 


X ~ Does not require updating of control card 


pec Salford ovnshi 
| Box F Salfordvotlle, Pa. 18958 
Aelephone : 287-6160 


=_ 
ase » 


Al 


Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission i ‘JUN1 3 19°" 
Room 542; State Museum of Pennsylvania 

P. O. Box 1026 HISTORIC PRE. 2te: + ~s 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17108-1026 “ 





June 6, 1990 





pet 


Attention: Mr. P. Gregory Ramsey, Chief oe 
Re: Old Goshenhoppen Church Property & Registery 
Dear Mr. Ramsey: 


Thank you for the information regarding the registry process for 
historic site/area. 


The site in question is quite historic, as evidenced in the 
attached documentation. The original deed is in the repository 
of the German Reformed Church archives in Lancaster, Pa. It was 
discovered in a ceiling opening in 1984 or 84 and delivered to 
the archives by the Reverend Amos Seldomridge. 


His daughter the Reverend Rebecca Seldomridge, now a Navy chaplin 
at Oahu, Hawaii, did the research and documentation in 1980, and 
should be listed as the researcher and receive any credit due. 


Tn 1989, the Union Church ceased as such as the Reformed (United 
Church of Christ) and Lutheran Congregation separated, with the 
Reformed group retaining the tract as issued them in or about 1742. 


The subject tract is adjacent to lands which are under severe 
pressure from land speculators/developers and our Township is 
under siege by these groups for development. Several proposals 
have been made for land use —- 1108 mobile homes, 4178 town houses, 
158 twins. All’ of this in a quiet residential-agricultural 
community of 2500 population. 


Consequently, I believe that the timeliness of this application 
is critical to facilitating the registry of a tract relatively 
intact, to date. 


We have a fledgling Historical Society whose aim at present is to 
identify and catalog sites in Upper Salford Township which have 





pec Salfors Zon Ownshiye_ 


pe BF Salfordvtlle, Pa. 18958 
Telephone : 287-6160 





Mr. Ramsey page 2 June 6, 1990 


been of significance in the development of Pennsylvania's 
commerce, education and social order. 


Any support or advice which you would be able to provide 
would be greatly appreciated. I thank you for your kind 
help today. 


Sincerely yours, 


lL kill 


Pomard Kriebel 
Zoning Officer 


Enclosures 


cc. Representative Raymond Bunt 
Senator Edwin Holl 
Rev. Amos Seldomridge 
Andrew Lewis 
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National Trust fo tstoric Preservation - 


740-748 JACKSON PLACE, N. W. WASHINGTON, D.C, 20006 (202) 382-3304 


January 15, 1974 


Pastor Amos L. Seldomridae 
Old Goshennoppen United Church of Christ 
Woxall, PA 18979 


Dear Pastor Seldomridge: 


Your letter regarding the 1732 log Gemein Haus and your desire 
to restore it has been referred to this department of the National 
Trust for reply. We apologize for the delay in responding but the 
increasing number of inquiries addressed to this office has resulted 
in a regrettable correspondence backlog. 


First of all, we are enclosing a selection of materials to 
familiarize you with our organization's goals and activities and provide 
a background for our comments. 


We are aware of several books on the subject of log cabins that 
you may wish to refer to.. Although they do not deal with restoration 
per se, the information in them may be useful as a research tool. 


1. Westager, C.A.,; The Log Cabin in America, Pioneer Days to 
the Present, New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University 


Saiaaaheelinendl cee 


Press, 1969. 





2. Glassie, Henry, Patterns in Material Folk Cuiture of the 


i en mr me eee 


Eastern United States, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Univer- 
Sity of Bennay Wvania) Press, 1969. 





3. .Rempe!l, John I., Building with Wood, and Other Aspects of 
Nineteenth- Century Building in n Ontario, Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1969. 








Since the National Trust does not itself own any log cabins, 
it has no firsthand experience in their preservation. We would suggest 
that the following organizations which have had direct experience 
with the matter might have additional suggestions to offer. 


1. Old World Wisconsin Project 
Waudesha County, Wisconsin 
Contact: Dr. dames Morton Smith, Director 
The State His torical Society of Wisconsin 
GI6 State Stree 


Madison, Wisconsin 53706 


Pastor A.L. Seldomridge -2- January 15, 1974 


2. The Ranch, Headquarters 
Texas Tech University Museum 
P.O. Box 4069 | 
Lubbock, Texas 79409 


3. New Salem Villase State Park, Tilinois 
Contact: Department of Conservation 
102 State Office Buliding 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 


Finally, we are encloging copies of several articles provided 
to us by the National Park Service. You might wish.to contact either 
of the authors should you have need of more such specific information. 
We understand that Mr. Kniffen is. at Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge, Mr. Glassie is now geaching at Indiana University in 
Bloomington. 


Cur restoration architect has pointed out that it is difficult 


to convincingly completely restore a log cabin that has been much altered. 


Authentic restoration often requires insertion of new wood where construc- 
tion has been altered if windows have been sniarged or doors added and 
changes such as this in addition to being difficult are usually notice- 
able. Therefore you might want to consider somothing less than a total 
restoration depending on the outcome of your research. It is difficult 
for us to provide more specific cuidance without actually seeing tha 
building, and at present we have not staf? travel plans for your area. 


You might want to consider retaining a restoration consultant 
to advise on the preper course of actipn. He would be pleased to suggest 
several if you wish, The selected consultant would of course expect. 
to be paid his usual fee for services. There are sources of financial 
assistance for such acti¥ities, and we have enclosed mimeographed 
information discussing them. We are in the process of preparing such 
mimeegranhed material on log cabin preservation which may exnend some~ 
what on the suggestions in this letter. When this és available, we 
will forward a copy to you. 


Finally, you should be aware that each state has a state his- 
toric preservation office responsible for implementing the National 
Register program, described in the enclosed brochure. The offices aiso 
provide technical assistance to preservationists within the state. le 
would suggest you be in touch with Mr. William J. Wewer, Executive 
Nirector, Pennsylvania Histerical & Museum Commission, William Penn 
Memorial Museum & Archiges Building, Box 1026, Harrisburg, PA 17108, 
phone: (717) 787-2891, for his suggestions if you have not been to date. 


I hope this will be of some initial assistance; please jet us 
know if you have further caestions and keep us informed as your plans. 
progress. le would be interested to have a photograph and more intcr- 
mation on the building for our preservation archives and to assist us 
in any future correspondence with you. 


ny ahi. . _—- = Zi 


~ AMH/n1 | sincerely, 
BCC: @W.J.Wewer, SHPO . StecensonfbV 
Drcka! lA 


A RM Pt ne ait 2 on ie ia oe & ALF 


bf 


Woxall, Pa, 18979 


October 17, 1973 
Dear Sir: 


Here at Old Goshenhonpen Church we have the original log 
Gemein Haus built in 1732. It was used as a dwelling for the 
schoolmaster, a schoolhouse, and a place of worship. It had 
double attic with the upper one for grain storage, The bottom 
floor was: divided into three rooms with the original desks still 
around the one wall. The kitchen floor was stone. (We are hopin ng 
to bring it back to some semblance of its oricinal look, Sometime 
along the way the huge firevlace was dismantled and moved, Ve 
are trying to cet it back where it belongs, 

‘We could use some advise on restoration, What would vou 
sugcest? 


oe 


c2 ~ ~~ 
Sincerely yours, 
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